WE oy Preached i LAMBETH nA EIL a he 
oe the Right Reverend Father in God „ 


. TED ES CEAL 


o 
n * 


9 4 


EE Lord Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry. „ 


* * 4 
: 


* * . 


1 - On SUNDAY, Es. 18, 1749. 4 


% 


. , a ; X 


nl 4 . 
* 4 * 
is | * 
. v1 1 . A : | : 
LA -—— Pers 2 4 « * 
— a N 5. 4 g g 
5 2 „ 1 2 . A . * 
f f : 8 bo 4 2 , . * 
2 f ' . ! 24. „ 
1 Fg ” A 4 i 4 9, 7 
i 5 * S» | 3 14. = 1 % ; | 
* ff — 2 : a 


* | Archdeacon of Nottingham, and Chaplain to His Grace the Arch- 
. e 1555 Pc | | 


' __ PUBLISHED e | 
By Order of His Grace the Archbiſhop of CAN TER BUR TY. 
— | — | — — k — 4 | 


* 


Printed by W. Bow rx, in the Vear, MDCCL. e 


5 - 


—_ 


— } * . * 


— 
— * 
k 47 
*% 
« "x . 
a d 4 * = 
ws k 8 88 3 
2 ; . A J vs * a : 
an * 4 4 2 ; b: 1 — 4 2 Bs p 
Ow - - lab Wart - * , - 
we , 3.8 | G 1 2 


* T 5 3 FA „ bes. „ x ha Pn, — FE ies but 


IR * x: 25 ee 8 ä 9 2 9 
257 N 9 
Me * 
f 
* - v [ 
«.. * 
— 4 
2 i 
b ” by 
, 
- { 4 b Fg 
* 
- 
* 2 
- wad i — : ot 
* * 2 I - hy 
. { - * 5 7 
* N $ * wr" * d ö 
: #5 4 % a> : 
— . ok 
3 . 
£ , * y _— wry * _ 
* Y . FE 
. 5 » $1” 7 ' f b : 


a 
4 
—— 
* 
* 
8 


2 4 z k * U 
* 22 9 2 z 
5 ; wk y 3 
2 C1 — Fra 0 » J \ * 7 2 * 
7 [4 — 4 — 9 — 
* " WP * 5 ot 
3 4 | IRE : 4 4.4 S * 
- 1 * 
"a — . 2 
£24 . ; r. > > * 8 
* 1 1 a & = | 4 — 0 — . PR. 
* 0 
. * 2 Bae Son ; & a 
8 Y — 123 4 Do . 1 4 
ö I 7 
: 5 — 24 s 
12 
. * . 
* * * 2 * o o 
We ; f » : 
4 oh : ; f 
* * & 4 , * Y 
: Ca * 7 
5 . 78. $ 4 —* 85 | 
wc. 
4 © * - N p ? ; 
5 3 . 2? »4 ! * _ d : 
1 * = 
: 4 a." - ** 0 ; 
by * - Fa k 
* 2 K a * 5 
6 1 4 i | 
2 : 5 
. % i 4 4 3 3 I ; 
* P =; , * 
| 8 „ 5 * * 
1 of ba 2287 : - ? |; | ; 
8 N 4 , l þ 
- 4 1 4 * — * E 2 * py a * * * 4 1 x e * 
— : * 4 . , 4 2 * x . 
£ $ > 4 5 * 9 » 
o » ® 4 - ® — 4 
* 
7 — * 
* 1 7 
P 4 
. ws inf A 4 g . N 
- 
1 * 
; ? 
- 
— 2 1 ; 
y * 
1 . 
4 S * * „1 2 a \ 
þ $ 2 1 
Wow Y 3 
- 1 þ 6 
— P - 4 .- 
* 8 . 
- 8 WF” > 


„ 2 
N 
* 1 = x 
— 5 , 
i 5 
6 7 
S 
FIG 
1 


8 
0 
a, NP 
ET 
. "IS ” 
_—_ 
4 
7 
88 39 
{ 
- 5 
* | * 
FIT, - 
_ 
; * 
\ 
Y " 
0 
- 
. 
. 
- 
— 
* 
* 
% 
= 
I" 
2 2 4 x 2 N eee 
, P RN 1 n 


* 
Fe 

1 

OR 4 L 

V ; nge o | bps : 
23.3 T CLF OC a4 £45 


is .; fo 225 1 rene does e. : N 2 
V. this People” 20 up 40 45 Sactifice in ibe Hou 2 of 
Wh. — F at Jeruſalem m, then / ball thi 


eople. | turn again CLE their. 


„ 4 140 


1 
* * — Ss = 
I 3 7 & % , * ” _ 
, =" 4 # $4 48 £4 » 
y * * 
a 2 4 W * 9 CE „ 5 * ee x z * * ; . — 
; * 1 7 * "31 es 2 4 1 It + 1244 . : 
es Of of 3 * + vs * * = _ 4 % * * — * * — < 


F y A #4 Te ; Ee ox ow 8 a Fa * = oo £6 * SF 740 * 4 1 a 
make rom them. =}; beamighst:th woe 581 0 
| 4 


1 1 ; f jo 1 a reren Sar * #\IT Exp AS 2 
4 4 * 4 0 11271 * ; 1 7 * FL ! $4 r 1 


7 a . 1 1112 11 
94 1441 a Me $48 T7 8) 


15 At che Death of Solomon, the Kingdom of 7 
thoſe Circumſtances, that conſtitute a great, and powerful Na- 
tion. ot The Subjects were numerous, and their Properties great: : 
For he had thrown them into Incerevarks with aber, People 3 
and by that Means had 
Affluence of Trade and Dena Whether the 1 
and rebellious Spirit that took Place at his Death, was in any 
Sort owing to the Luxury, and Licentiouſneſs, which is too 
frequently the Companion of Riches, is what I fhall not take 
upon me to inſinuate. But it is very certain that ſuch a Spirit 
ſoon againſt Neboboam, his Son, and Succgiſor. - This 
Spirit was kept up and heighten'd by the Skill and Management 
Eu em Who had made uſe of the Station he had been 7 
in, t diflncline the People'to thelt*Princt! and forhent = 
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Jeakoubes, and Diſaffection among them. By His Inf 
and their own factious Temper, the People became diſcontent- 
ed and inflamed; were open to every bad 3 com- 
plained of Hardſhips they never felt, and fancied Gxievances, 
they had never borne. In thoſe Circumſtance: „ which perhaps 
at firſt were very manageable, the e Arts, and Palliat- : 
ing Conitrivances of Government were hever offered, nor Proper- 
y applied. For the giddy, and unpractiſpd Politicians never con- 
=  fidered the Uncertainty of Power, nor the Madneſs of the Peo- 
E - ple. By this, Means the Spirit of Diſcord Spread itſelf: For 
Loyalty was: indolent, and Sedition active: Anda conſiderable 
Part of the Nation diſclaimed their Allegiance, and madẽ a 
Declaration for another King. Rehoboam at laſt was ſenſible of 
his Errors, and was for following the Advice of his moe judi- 
cious Councellors. But this Reſolution came too late. Thie 
KReſentment of the N was raiſed.” 400: 3 B61 he. w 
” Pp obliged to ſubmit to t regis! And 
thus a diſtinguiſhed Nation, at the higheſt Period. of. its Gee 
Wi; 8 19: into Pieces, Sectio bun 308 11 10 Sous; 
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" gon had Intereſt 2 with the £Qious and: rebellious 
Patt of the People to place, himſelf, at the Head of them; and 
Was as diligent i in ſecuring, | himſelf i in his Power, as he had been 

in . But his Power, he knew, was to be maintain 

a eꝗ(d, by ag his Injunctions coincide with the general Prin- 

1 | ciples of human Nature. He knew his People had been 

brought up iy Notions of Religion: And he knew it would be 

as ä for him to ſuppreſs thoſe Notions, as it would be 
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1 
nf kim 18 Abe thenwto galü ß in Obedience to them, 
at, Gated Times, ab, the Law directed, to Jeruſalem. And 
thereſdre as he conld not, with good Policy, indulge them in 
what was right, he determined to avail himſelf, as much as he 
could, of their Tendency to what was right: And with this 
view made two ſumptuous TImages-to amuſe them, and for 
them to pay their Adorations eo: And ſaid, It is too mueh for 
you to go up to Feruſalem to pay Worſhip; the Journey will 
be titeſome and: tedious: And it is quite unneceſſary: For be- 
Ap 1 bed NT Smart 4 ht thee . 5 Land 
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1 Hi Firſt attend I l inalcs- on | this ee Hiſtory 
: 1 that by the common Principles of human Nature, Men ate 
_— to roquiye ſome kind of Eſtabliſhment of Religion, | 


| Whatever the: Power of ts! Prince be owing to, which. 
i be owing to Cunning, or to Conqueſt: To perſuaſive A is; 
and deluding Methods, or to the voluntary Choice and nt 

of the People; and however diſinclined he may be to Have his 
BouVbjects turn their Thoughts to any thing ſuperior to himſelf, or 

acknowledge any Divinity beſides his own; let him tz at 
| Pains he will in moulding, and modelling hig Government, 
and make ſuch Laws as are moſt remarkably c ulated for the 
Good of his People, in their reſpective Degrees, and Subordi- 
nations; yet he will find himſelf unſettled in his Power, and 
the Subjects diſſatisfied in their Minds, till Ye has made ſome © 
q gs for the Purpoſes of Religion. 
70 mM 4 


This 


by + 


= 1 
This o Feroboom was fully convinced: of in the eine; of 
his Reign. He quickly ſaw the bent of his Subjects, and was 
obliged to' gratify them. For his own Security would have 
e ſhaken by thwarting hem in their ſettled Opinions. | 


% - 


| By the particular Order, and Deftivation of. Providawwe he 
had made a great Diviſion in the Kingdom of Iſrael. And, 
like other Politicians, might have been ſtrongly inclined to have 


| imputed his Succeſs to his own Conduct, and Contrivance. 


And perhaps at firſt never once thought of being obliged to have 


regourſe to Religion, in order to ſatisfy, and quiet the People. 
But his Obſervation, and Experience ſoon taught him, that it 


Das impoſſible for him, with all the Art, and Addreſs of Govern- | 
ment, to make the People eaſy, and ſupport himſelf in 11 


Power, without ſome — of — 


4 


Indeed the Reli igion be eſtabliſhed, was an idolatrous one. 
Was founded on his own Conveniency: And by making it 

e perfect, he might have made it detrimental to his ambitious 
. But a comparatively bad Religion is better than none 


at all. We have too many Occaſions to obſerve that Men may 
be made to aëquieſce, and carry on the Functions of civil Life, 


under a comparatively bad Religion. But from the Hiſtory of 
ay be juſtified in ſaying, That it will be found 


' Nations Wt 
to bn e e to make them 7 without any OI des at all. 


. 


But to ie are we to impute this religious Tepdency? Ho ow 
are we to account Tor a. nn chat has 1 prevailed 


* 
oy, 


| & Exerciſe, and unaſſiſted by the Suggeſtions of other ae 
it might have been ſome Time, before he might hang, g 
2 the track of naldgiog, and DeduRtion. cc © What am N 


1 0 vouchlafed' extra di 


| among Men, of the Superintendance of ſome One, or more ſu- .4 
jor Beings, to whom they were to recommend themſelves 4 
by ſach Methods, as they judged propitiatory, and whoſe Aſſiſt- 4 
ance in their Wants and Neceſſities, they were to ſupplicate and _ 


4 implore ?—There are two Ways by which Men may be led in- 


[1] ſuaſion of the Divine Exiſtence; and be ſolicitous about an Op- _ 3 
3 | e of declaring its Sentiments. h | 


Adam. And ſuch Impreſſions, we may ſuppoſe, were made of 


(5) 


to this Opinion. By the Tradition, or Information of others; 
and by Obſervations, and Deductions of their own. And un- 
der the Influence of either of thoſe Conſiderations, and eſpeci- 
ally when they both meet, the Mind will be wrought into a Per- 


+ 


The firſt Man had the ſtrongeſt Conviction and Intuition 
granted him of a God, and his Providence. It pleaſed the Al- 
mighty in the beginning to maintain a continual Intercourſe with 


the Deity on his Mind, as are perfectly above all our Compre- 
henfions. This, at leaſt for ſome Time, was very convenient * ; 
if not neceſſary for him; when his Reaſon was unimproved@ 


have been anſwered as flowly. To prevent thereforgFat firſt any 


uncertainty, or Ignorance, in a Matter of the utqaoft Importance, 
ary Teſtimonies of his Exiſtence to 
92 5 Adam. 


„ 
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(59) 


beavealy Motions, and 4 Beauty, and the Order of the Uni- 
s verſe (and theſe are Conſiderations, that, one would imagine, 
zht 3 muſt cbttie neceſſarily, and frequently within the courſe of their 
well Thoughts, and are within the compaſs of their Underſtandings) 
Let them (I fay) conſider ever ſo little of thoſe Matters, and we 
Walt find it much more difficult to ſuppreſs the Notion of a God, 
than to fapport it. For in this Caſe, the common Underſtand- 
rg; with the common Advantages, proceeds very eaſily, and up- 
pon 3 b 2 very fure footing. The Effect, when it is conſidered, refers 
ration em naturally to the Cauſe. And does not that Being (they 
nay eaſily ſuggeſt) that gives Birth to all thoſe beauteous, plen- 

: wol, and various Productions of Nature: that feeds he Ra- 
= en, and abundantly provides for all Things, deſerye to be 
erſorfÞþraiſed, and idored' by all? Does not the Almighty Parent of 
ature! deſerve to be had i in everlaſting. remembrance? — If then 
e be a Father, where is his Honour? If he be a Maſter, where © 
our Fear p ho will not fear thee, O a. of Nations, to 
hom me "4g by. airs 3 | 
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A kt me Gobjoin here, Gen Senſe of Religion will als 
&preſs itſelf in ſome outward Mode of Worthip, and mt be 
Tree by particular ee wh Ys 4 _— 
Religion muſt be ſeated in the Mind; and take ts Tr from 
e inward Conviction of its Propriety. But a RY gion with- 
5 t any outward Form, and Indication, is too lber dowy, and 
Fan to ſubſiſt for any Time, and may t be of hked TE 

> Schemes of Viſion and 8 W 


jects ſon 1 
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The Yews Ss not 8 1 in Fe wem! b. 
fions, till after their return from Captivity, were an eaſy Prey to 
the Wiles, and Inſinuations of their idolatrous 8 | 


They were not capable in any Circumſtances, of thinking that 


no religious Homage was required from them, But they were 


capable, under an unacquaintedneſs with the viſible part of their 


Religion, to miſtake the Object of it, and give that Honour to 
the Creature, that was ſolely due to the Creator. The Hurry 
of Buſineſs, the Purſuits of Pleaſure, and the Attachments of 


Intereſt bring on a Diſſipation of Thought, and, without Places 


and Occaſions to recollect, and Perſons to authoriſe, direct, and 
inſtruc, tend naturally tb obliterate thoſe religious Propentities, 


which the view of Nature impreſſes upon us: backed, and en- 
forced by the concurring ee of ol our F eee, 


58 2 th, from this facred Hiſtory, A me 1 that with 


4 this well grounded propenſity i in Men to Religion, there. is fre- 
quently a Diſpoſition, eſpecially i in the lower and leſs judicious 7 


12 them, to take up with that which is the it 


11 , as neceſſary in good Policy, for WE to give his Sub- 
7 „ zearance of Religion. And they ſeem to have been 
$ with what he eſtabliſhed; and with being releaſed 
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And Ferobeam, and his Counſellors might have talked very 
| plauſibly upon this Occaſion, It was very eaſy for him to ſug 
geit, that there could be no Virtue in any particular Place; that 
all Places lay open to God, who was able to hear their Petitions, 

wherever they were offered. That he did not erect thoſe Altars, 
or raiſe thoſe Calves, to be the Objects of their Worſhip, but 
by means of them, to ſollicit them to an Adoration of the Su- 
preme Being. That if there was any Alteration in the Mode 
of their Religion, it was very immaterial, and no more than 
the Circumſtances of the Nation made - neceſſary: And he 
might venture to ſay, that the Worſhip that was | eſtabliſhed 
was by much the eaſieſt. | 
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85 And this a was a very prevailing way of Talking. Men 
will have ſome kind of Religion. And if the Religion propoſ- 
ed to them be ſuch, as indulges them in their Lazineſs, and 
makes them eaſy ander their Vices, it ſtands a good chance of 
having a Number of Followers. The rules of Right and Wrong 
are plain, and obvious. But the difficulty lies in the Applica- 
tion of thoſe Rules to Practice. The Expediency apd Neceſſity 
of ſome Religion will be owned by moſt Perſons & But the dif- 
7 ficultyisin chooſing the true one, q 


} Mahomet was well acquainted with the turn and Complexion 
of human Nature, And by ſetting up among a People, that 
had little Attachment, either of Zeal, or Bigotry to any Reli- 
„gion, and by flattering their irregular Paſſions, he very eafily 

C —_— 
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( 10.) 


' tions, and their cruel Diſpoſitions, he indulged and counte- 
nanced them. And made Things defenſible by means of his 


} * 8 mon Reafon. And by this Means he ſecured his Party. The 
A Bait was laid with Judgment, and it anſwered in its Effects. 
And thus it will often be, Make a Religion agrecable to Men's 


\ their particular Vice, and Corruption : And complying with, 


muy to receive it. 


But Chriſtianity was Carried on n ing dient Mc Truth 
never goes into the Track of Fraud, and Impoſture: Nor does 
it ever uſe the fame Methods in 2 to eſtabliſh itſelf. It ap- 
plied no Cover, and paid no court to Vice, and Intemperance, 
It did not alleviate the Guilt of thoſe Paſſions the Fewos were in- 


4 and by being convinced of their Sins, and not by being made to 
© | wink 4 Fe d nothing to fear from them. The Perſons of the 


braided with their Malice, and Hypocriſy. Nor was the lower 
part of Mankind cajoled into it, by being perſuaded, that it 
was very compatible with their Sins, and Iniquities. 


Doctrine, that perhaps his Followers, before they joined him, 
might have given ap #s untendble by all the Methods of com- 


-reling Paſſions, ſuitable to their Diſpoſitions, accommodated to 


and indulging them in, that way of Thinking and Acting, they 9 
have been long engaged i in, and we ſhall ſee that ſeveral will be 


clined to. Men were converted to it by its illuſtrious Evidence, 


greateſt Pgwer and Moment among them were continually up- 


EVEN Partizans. Infead-of ſupprefling their inordinate Aﬀec- # 


Some of thoſe that claim an exclufive Right to the name of 
| Chriſtians, have taken a very different Method. The Papiſts, in 


4 Abroad, have ſhewn a conſtant Inclination to make it palatable 


n- 0 the vitiated Taſtes of Mankind. They compaſs Seaand Land, 
he 4 

a | to make a Proſelyte; and to quicken, and facilitate the Junc- 
mh tion, will make large Allowances for the habitual abſence” of 


% Virtue. By excufing the acts of Cruelty and Barbarity : By 
granting Indulgences, and Pardons to the moſt atrocious Enor 
mities: They take a likely way io keep up their Numbers; 


x4 9 and at the ſame Time give ſo ſtrong a Proof of their Departure 


from true Chriſtianity, as is not to be counterbalanced by any 
lay claim to Purity and Incorruption, that eſpouſes the leaven of 
of Virtue? Can true Religion be ever deſigned to ſerve the 


* RF Purpoſes of the ambitious, and unity hs lucrative Views of 
28 artful Men? 


Senſe of Religion, which we are naturally led into, and which 


# pliance with our Indolence, and our Paſſions, prepares us for, 
1 and diſpoſes us to a conſcientious Obedience t Princes, and 
Ir i 


Governors, 
And upon this Account it was very judicious i in the Leader 
of hee revolted Tribes of 1/rael, at the fame Ti ime that he 
3 „ kept 


1 5 maintaining their Religion at Home, as well as in propagating it 


Evidence they can produce in their Favour, Can that Church 


4 Iniquity, ind raiſes itſelf at the Expence, and upon the ruins | 


wel 4 But dh, from this ſacred Hiſtory, let me chiave that 2 


may be ſometimes weakened, and ſometimes pet verted in com- 


r 
n 
e 


6 =... 
kept- them from going up to do Sacrifice i in the Houſe of the 


Lord at Jeruſalem, to ſupport in them, in ſome Sort, A Senſe 
| of Reli igion by ſome Mode of his own e 


The cb af an \ infinitely naſe Bring, creating Men 
with a Capacity of Happineſs, and leading them into Society 
as a neceſlary Means of procuring. Happineſs, diſpoſes us to 
Thankfulneſs, and Gratitude towards that perfect Being, and 
at the ſame Time inclines us to look with Reverence and 

Eſteem on thoſe Perſons, that are appointed, and made neceſ— 
ſary, by the Conſtitution of Nature, for maintaining the Order, 
and Regularity of . 


By looking up to the Fountain, nd Origin of Power. we «fad; 
that the Duties we owe to Governors, are cloſely connected 
with thoſe we owe to God. By Him Kings reign, and from 
4 Him they receive their Luſtre and Authority. The Sentiments 
3 of Awe, and Reverence, that ariſe in our Minds upon contem- 

plating the Power, and Perfections of the Deity, lead us eafily | 
4 into a Veneration for thoſe, that are entruſted with the Sword 
of Juſtice for the Puniſhment of Vice: As well as for thoſe, 
that are to ſuperviſe. the moral Conduct of Mankind, and to 

_ animate, and quicken them in the Proſecution of Virtue, 


| There is wh e; a e in Men to look at 
on thoſe, that are placed in the more diſtinguiſhed Stations of 
Life. But Religon checks, and ſuppreſſes thoſe Tendencies: 
Looks upon Rank, and nn as ſubſervient to the Plan of 
Providence; z 
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A G. oviderice; ; and repreſents the degrees of Power, as the will 
7 < the Supreme Being, and W for the moral Govern- 
4 1 ent of the Univerſe. 


3 Honor and Intereſt, the Views of Profit, and the lends 
n of Puniſhment in this World, are doubtleſs the common 
"Foundations of civil Obedience. And Honor is a noble Prin- 
8 ple, tho” it may ſometimes miſlead us. And Hopes, and Feara 
ge the common Sources of human Actions. But Obedience 
K unded on Hopes, and Fears, that have no Connection with a 
od, and His Providence, will always be precarious, and un- 
"Ertain, and vary with the Temper and Circumſtances of Man- 
1 nd. Promiſes, Pacts, and Covenants, without the Aid, and 
© Alison of Conſcience, are but mere Words, and of little 
FEfncacy. And the Laws, and Commands of Sovercigns do not. 
| K ſonſtitute the Obligation: but muſt depend upon it, as ſupport- 
4 d by the Conſideration of a Supreme Being. Effects will ge- 
4 Fa, correſpond with their Cauſes; and a ſteddy adherence to 
Virtue requires ſome more ſteddy Principle, than Faſhion, or 
Fancy. The Man that has no Expectation of another Life, has 
1 Goring to do, but to provide for his Happineſs in this. And 
Fithout ſome Senſe and Conviction of Providence, his Engage- 
ments to Allegiance may very reaſonably be meaſured by his 
. Forldly Gain. How therefore are we to ſecure him, and make 
1 im a good Man and a good Subject? By convincing him of 
he Being of a God: By ſetting forth the Duties ariſing from 
mat Principle, and ſhewing, that the Breach of public, and 
Frivate Faith will be attended with pernicious Conſequences, 

Theſe 
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Theſe Conſiderations will give him a Proper Direction, wks | 
his Neighbour ſure of the Aſſiſtance, that is due to him, and ſ- 
cure to his Prince that Allegiance that he ſtands engaged fo; 
meaſuring that Allegiance, as it always muſt be meaſured, by % 


the Laws of the Land, and the Conſtitution of his nn 


The Method which the Bapewer Contantins ok to try the' | | 
Fidelity of his Servants is memorable, and pertinent. He obſerv- 4 I 
ed that many of his Dependents pretended to have great Affec- 1 F 
tion for Chriſtianity, And to ſee whether they were ſincere, ® 
and to be truſted, he iſſued out an Order, that all that would 
not ſacrifice to the Pagan Deities, ſhould relinquiſh his Service. I 
In conſequence of this, ſeveral that preferred the Profits, and 
Conveniencies of this World, to the teftimony of a good Conſci- ; [ 
ence, ſubmitted to the tnjundion, and renounced erg 
Others determined not to make Shipwreck of their Faith, and 
reſolved to perſevere in the Profeſſion of Chrif, The Emperor || 
had good Reaſons for this Expedient, and took it into mature 
| Deliberation. And upon a Perſuaſion, that thoſe, that were 
true to their God, would be true to their Engagements, and 1 
faithful to their Prince; he diſmiſſed thoſe that had diſcarded 
their Religion, and advanced, and favoured. thoſe, that ſtood 
firm to their 2 aith, and the Principles they M _ 


And this Trial was particularly well achgned, as it was di- 3 
rected to the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Religion. Which, 3 
without making any Alteration in the Shapes of Government, 
was calculated tokeep Men true to the Pacts, and Promiſes, they 
2 had I | 
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e | nad entered into, and to anti them in that Obedience, they 

e- by 7 had tacitiy, or OY engaged for, 

; 'H 

dy A And with this de view, we are taught to pray er 
Princes and. Governors, and for all that are in Authority, of 
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whatever kind that Authority may be. And the Reafon i is, that 
he we may lead a peaceable, and quiet Life ; and by ſubmitting to 
the Orders, and Appointments of Providence, and obſerving, 
C- 3 and ſupporting the neceſſary Diſtinctions of Life, we may carry 


ce, on the Defigns of our Creator, and contribute, as much as in us 
1d ''# lies, to the Advancement of human Happineſs, 


But to conclude. Religion, we have ſeen, has Root in our 
Nature, and is fixed in the very Genius of Mankind. It has a 
7 reaſonable Foundation within us, and has kept footing, in ſome - 
bort, among all Nations, in all Ages. It unites, and regulates 
3 Society: Makes the Subject dutiful, and obedient : And teaches 
Governors, that the Power they are entruſted with, is given for 
the general Happineſs, and Advantage of thoſe that are below 
. 

And when thoſe Things are under Conſideration, it is natural 
to aſk, what are we to apprehend from a diſregard of Religion, 
and a Diffolution of Manners ?—Rome, we know, began to de- 
cline, upon being tainted with the Principles of Epicurus. And 
the Attempt that was made, ſometime ſince, to introduce Po- 
pery into this Nation, ſeems to have been hatched, and founded 
on the Looſeneſs, and Licentiouſneſs of the ä 2 — 
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When almoſt every Vice became ab and Nen were 
taught, That if the fear of God was taken away, they would be 
much better fitted for civil Obedience, —And therefore upon the 


footing of Experience, and without being liable to any. uncer- 


tainty of reaſoning, we may ſay, that Irreligion, and Prophane- 
neſs endanger, the Security of every G ſernmept, and alſo pave 
the way for an Alteration of Religion in eme. Human Nature 


does not ſeem capable of diveſting itſelf of all Notions of Reli- 


gion. But it is very poſſible for a State to arrive at ſuch a De- 
gree of Corruption (I truſt we are at a Diſtance from that De- 
gree) as may facilitate a Change of Religion, and diſpoſe Men to 
embrace one, that is leſs ſtrict by being leſs pure; and that is 
leſs unpalatable, by being more favourable to their Vices. 


And from this texrible Calamity let us beſiech God: to — 


and defend us. Suſpend, O Lord, the natural Operation of our 
Sins, and Iniquities: And preſerve to us thy true Religion in Pu- 
rity, and Simplicity. Enable the Miniſters, and Diſpenſers of 
thy holy Word, to recover, and ſupport, a due Senſe of thy 
Providence, and of the Bleſſings, and Privileges deſigned by the 
Goſpel. And may a double Portion of thy Spirit be poured out 
on thoſe, that are placed in the more diſtinguiſhed Offices of 
thy Church. Make them illuſtrious Examples, of Piety, and 
Virtue to a degenerate Age. Make them, by the Sanctity of 
their Life, by the Soundneſs of their Doctrine, and by the Ex- 
ereiſe of their Authority, to promote thy gracious Purpoſes, and 


to diffuſe thy ſaving Knowledge over all Nations. Grant them 
favour in the Kah of Men, that thy Work, and Buſineſs may 
 ouriſh 
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flouriſh, and proſper i in their Hands. Guide, and direct their 
gy for the Preſervation and Increaſe of thy holy Religi- 

Enable them 'to repel the Attacks, and ſtop the Progreſs 
- Infidelity. Enable them to keep thoſe whom thou haſt given 
them, and to defeat the Deſigns of thoſe, that are induſtrious 
in ſeducing the weak and unwary, and in ſowing the Seeds of 
Sedition and Corruption. * May their Influence, and Example 
turn many to Righteouſneſs: And may they abound more and 
more in all Knowledge, and ſpiritual Judgment: That ſo thy 
Kingdom may advance, and thy Name be glorified upon Earth, 
and our Enemies be put to Silence by our holy Converſation in 


Chrift Icli. 


